
September 24, 2019 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on September 

24, 2019 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson 

presiding. Other Council Members present included Chad Martin, Jennifer Bowles, Jim Woods 

and Danny Turner.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City 

Manager/City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda 

Conover, Assistant Police Chief Rob Fincher, and Property Inspector Mark Price. 

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Bowles, 

Lawson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of the minutes from the September 10, 2019 Council Meeting – Council 

Member Turner made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Council Member Woods 

seconded the motion with all Council voting in favor. 

Hear an overview of the September 23, 2019 Druid Hills/Uptown neighborhood tour and 

meeting – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the neighborhood tour of the Druid Hills and 

Uptown area where properties and concerns were discussed.  Towarnicki detailed concerns 

expressed by residents who attended the neighborhood meeting held at New College Institute 

and the action being taken to research and resolve those concerns.  

Read a Proclamation recognizing October 10, 2019 as Disability Rights and Resource 

Center Awareness Day – Carol Tuning and Linda Albright, representatives for the Disability 

Rights and Resource Center were present.  Council Member Woods read the proclamation 

which was presented to Tuning and Albright. Tuning thanked Council for the recognition and 

shared details on upcoming events. Tuning providing a contact number for any residents 

needing assistance.  Albright shared details related to the assistance provided by the DRRC.   
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Consider presentation of a proclamation recognizing October 2019 as Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month – Vice Mayor Martin read the proclamation that was presented to Jeanne 

Hodges, representative from Southside Survivors Response Center.  Hodges thanked Council 

for the proclamation and their support. Hodges shared details for events and fundraisers being 

held in October and invited Council to attend. Hodges recognized a local resident who was 

recently a victim of domestic violence and asked for a moment of silence for her family.    
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Consider approval of transfer of property at 537 & 539 Dillard Street through action of the 

Martinsville Land Bank Authority – Council Member Bowles made a motion to recess City 

Council; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Authority Member Turner made a motion to convene as the Land Bank Authority; Vice 

Chairperson Martin seconded the motion with all members in favor. City Attorney Monday 

explained the purpose behind the land bank option and acknowledged Building Inspector Kris 

Bridges for his work on this project.  Monday explained that Ms. Millner has offered to 

purchase the properties on Dillard Street; this purchase will cover all delinquencies and costs 

associated with them through the Land Bank Authority listing.  Authority Member Bowles 

made a motion to approve the transfer of property at 537 and 539 Dillard Street and the 

retention of the $7,500 purchase in a fund for the Land Bank.  Vice Chairperson Martin 

seconded the motion with the following roll call vote: Authority Member Turner, aye; Authority 

Member Bowles, aye; Chairperson Lawson, aye; Vice Chairperson Martin, aye; and Authority 

Member Woods, aye.  Authority Member Woods made the motion to close the Land Bank 

Authority session; the motion was seconded by Authority Member Bowles with all Authority 

Members voting in favor.  Council Member Turner made a motion to reconvene as City 

Council; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with the following roll call vote: Vice Mayor 
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Martin, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; 

and Council Member Bowles, aye.  

Consider setting a public hearing for Council’s October 8, 2019 meeting regarding a 

planned Community Development Block Grant application for the Pine Hall Road area – City 

Manager Towarnicki detailed the Block Grant application procedure noting the application 

submitted earlier in the year was not approved. The new public hearing is to begin the process 

of submitting a new application.  Council Member Woods made a motion to set the public 

hearing for October 8, 2019; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council voting in 

favor. 

Consider adoption on second reading, Ordinance 2019-6 amending Chapter 18 “Solid 

Waste” of the Martinsville City Code to generally limit City garbage collection to waste 

generated on site only – City Attorney Monday briefly summarized the reason for the 

ordinance. Council Member Turner made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2019-6 as presented 

on second reading; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with the following roll call vote:  

Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; Vice Mayor 

Martin, aye; and Council Member Woods, aye. 

 

Consider approval on first reading, Ordinance 2019-7 establishing a new Tourism Zone in 

the City of Martinsville – City Attorney Monday explained that there are tourism zones around 
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the state and the primary reason to establish a tourism zone in Martinsville includes 

incentives like GAP Financing. Funding related to tourism zones has been beneficial to 

restoration of several larger Virginia Cities. This ordinance expands the Enterprise Zone 

citywide.  Council Member Turner made a motion to approve Ordinance 2019-7 as presented 

on first reading; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with the following roll call vote:  

Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Lawson, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; Vice Mayor 

Martin, aye; and Council Member Woods, aye. 

 

Conduct a public hearing for the purpose of considering a list of properties to be declared 

a public nuisance – City Attorney Monday and Building Inspector Mark Price presented a 

PowerPoint detailing properties referenced in this resolution along with the repeat complaints 

involving trash, tall grass, drug activity, condemned properties, etc.  Mayor Lawson opened the 

public hearing. Billy Bennett of 190 Douglas Road and owner of many of the properties listed, 

said he was unaware of most of the property concerns prior to seeing the announcement in the 

local paper.  He requests that City officials contact him anytime there are concerns with his 

properties and he will be happy to resolve those issues.  City Attorney Monday confirmed that 

the notice was listed in the Martinsville Bulletin and notices were mailed to the property 

owner’s address on file.  Melvin Smith of 614 East Church Street said the image of his 

property was during repairs and it looked worse than it does now. He is having trouble finding 

qualified contractors to finish the work.  Smith asked how many complaints are required to 

qualify a property as a nuisance.  Monday explained that the City Council can declare any 
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property of concern a nuisance but the homes in question have all received multiple 

complaints. Inspector Price explained the property maintenance process and time frame 

including posting the notices to the property prior to reporting the request for maintenance to 

Public Works. Smith said he is in the process of repairing his home and does not believe it 

should be considered a nuisance. Joseph Ray, 908 Spruce Street says being a father of six 

children and entrepreneur in the City has its challenges.  The vehicles in question at his 

property were operable but waiting to be tagged for a medical transport company.  His food 

truck business failed but he is repairing that equipment to provide a service and jobs for the 

community.  He has adhered to every notice he was served, most with time to spare before the 

deadline. He continues to upgrade the property as money and time allows. He sees law 

abiding, hardworking citizens being bullied by the City and he does not approve.  No one else 

approached the podium so Mayor Lawson closed the public hearing.  City Attorney Monday 

clarified that the City does not have the resources or the desire to confiscate anyone’s 

property.  The properties are on the list because of repeat resident complaints.  It is Council’s 

pleasure whether to acknowledge these properties as a public nuisance or not.  If the 

taxpayers of the City continue to pay to have nuisance properties cleaned up, then liens are 

placed on the property and if not paid, then the property could be subject to a delinquent 

property tax sale. Mayor Lawson requested that the resolution be amended to remove 908 

Spruce and 615 East Church with the understanding that a deadline will be set to correct the 

issues.  Council Member Bowles made a motion to adopt the Resolution as amended; Council 

Member Woods seconded the motion with the following roll call vote: Vice Mayor Martin, aye; 

Council Member Woods, aye; Council Member Turner, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; and 

Mayor Lawson, aye.  City Manager Towarnicki explained the bulk trash option for residential 

customers excluding remodeling debris. There is also a monthly brush pickup option. 

Residents can call those numbers or the public works department with any questions.  
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Conduct a public hearing regarding approval of a list of properties to be made subject to 

the Rental Inspection Program – City Attorney Monday explained this program would include 

the properties discussed in the previous agenda item.  A year ago, Council adopted a Rental 

Inspection Program; this resolution will add those properties to the Rental Inspection Program. 

Mayor Lawson opened the public hearing.  Billy Bennett explained that many of the properties 

in question belong to him.  He is ok with the rental inspection program but requests that staff 

contact him directly instead of going through to the residents or tenants. . Mayor Lawson 

closed the hearing.  Council Member Turner made a motion to adopt the Resolution adding 

properties to the Rental Inspection Program; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with the 

following roll call vote: Council Member Turner, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member 

Woods, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; and Mayor Lawson, aye. 

. 
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Woods made the motion to 

approve the consent agenda and the Re-appropriations FY19 into FY20 as presented; 

Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council voting in favor. 
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Finance Director Linda Conover summarized the Capital Lease Bid report and requests 

Council’s approval for a 5-year payback to BB&T with 2.12% interest rate.  Council Member 
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Woods made the motion to approve acceptance of BB&T’s bid as presented; Council Member 

Bowles seconded the motion with all Council voting in favor. 

 

Business from the Floor - Melvin Smith, 614 East Church Street expressed concern about 

low water pressure in his neighborhood.  He is unable to install a water filter due to the low 

pressure and asked if there is anything that can be done to increase the pressure in that area.  

City Manager Towarnicki said that water pressure is gravity fed and unfortunately, there is not 

good pressure in that area. Towarnicki also said older plumbing can affect the pressure coming 

into the house but will ask Water Resources to check that for him.  

 Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Turner discussed options for the 

Rives Theater to help raise money by the community to support the arts and the restoration of 

the burned business.  Vice Mayor Martin recognized Krispy Kutz barbers who took time from 

their day to do haircuts, benefitting over 100 people. Mayor Lawson shared that October 11 the 

United States Air Force Heritage American Band will perform at First Baptist Church at 7pm. 

Lawson also shared details about the Martinsville OctoberFest and Hazardous Waste Collection 

Day in October.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki congratulated Piedmont Community 

Services for the grand opening of a group home on Independence Drive and another soon to 

open on Tank Street. Towarnicki offered condolences to the family of Seth Kanode, a longtime 

employee of the City.  

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Turner with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:20pm. 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


